Key Elements of a Short Story
(a) The beginning should be an introduction of the setting, characters, their background, etc. in short, events occurring before the main plot.
(b) The middle of the story is where complications arise to cause the protagonist tension or an emotional turmoil. He or she must face the conflict or learn to deal with them in order to grow as a character.
(c) The end of the story, here all the conflicts are resolved and the protagonist emerges as a new and developed character, usually victorious and an inspiration for others. All the loose ends that were left in the story are tied up during its summation.
(d) Plot twist or surprise: A plot twist in the story is a great way to blow the minds of your readers as it can change the entire narrative. The best short stories are memorable because of the exciting plot twists or surprises, which keep the reader glued to the story, anticipating what will happen next.
Things to remember while writing a short story:
(i) Do not deviate from the main plot of the story. Keep the events in sequence to avoid confusion for the reader.
(ii) Do not try to complicate the plot by adding too much detail or too many plot twists. Write in easy to understand language to keep the reader interested. Write the story in past tense.
(iii) Although it is not always necessary or possible to include in the story, but the story should have a title, a moral or a lesson to be learnt from it.
(iv) Writing short story requires creativity and a vivid imagination. Therefore, don't be afraid to think  of the box. 
Compose a story with given outlines:
Feeling thirsty- no water- go to the kitchen -heard a scream hair flowing in the dark- a ghost – turn on the light - see daughter - burst out laughing
•	Develop the following outlines into a story.
1.	A wood- cutter cutting wood near a river.........  axe fell into water.........Started weeping......God came with a golden axe.......wood-cutter refused........God returned with silver one........wood-cutter refused......God came with the iron axe........wood-cutter glad.......God gifted all the axes to the wood-cutter.
2.	A lion was very proud...... he killed many animals of the forest....... one day he was sleeping in his den....... a rat came out of its hole and played here and there......... it jumped on the body of the big lion......... the lion caught hold of it to kill it.......... but the lion kindly left it .......... the rat thanked him..........  the lion was caught in a trap........ the rat came to his help......... it cut the rope of the trap......... the lion was free......... even a small creature can help.

